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A Note from the NSLI-Y PUNE 2012 Resident Director 
Katie Jo Walter 
     I am very pleased to present this fine collection of work  from the 20 NSLI-Y students participating in this year’s sum-

mer language and cultural immersion program in Pune, Maharashtra, India. The variety of work presented here in both 

Hindi and English is vast, yet it reveals only a small glimpse of the skills, knowledge and awareness attained by the stu-

dents via both classroom and experiential learning here in Pune.  

     Many groups of people made this experience possible for the students: loving host families; ever-adaptable and diligent 

iEARN India staff; committed and spirited iEARN India teachers, administration and staff.at our host institution, Kalmadi  Shamarao High 

School (KHS), and  students not only from KHS, but also Maharshi  Karve Stree Shikshan Samstha (MKSSS)  and Godaveri Hindi Medium 

School. The result is 20 enthusiastic young people who have not only learned written, verbal and oral Hindi skills but have also learned to 

recognize and thoughtfully analyze different cultural perspectives on issues as varied as family, economics, patriotism and politics. The ini-

tial interest and curiosity which brought NSLI-Y students here  has thus been expanded and deepened  in ways that  have already made them 

better global citizens. I am very excited and optimistic about the ways in which each student will take this learning forward , allowing it to 

provide perspective for future academic projects and professional endeavors! 

NATIONAL SECURITY LANGUAGE INITIATIVE FOR YOUTH 
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Pune is a very green city. Even though it is urban, 

there is a lot of nature and wild animals. So far, I 

have seen cows, camels, peacocks and elephants!  

Also in the city, there are many hills and parks. So 

far, I have climbed two hills. The first one had 

many goats and a beautiful temple. The second one 

had peacocks all over.  Pune’s nature shows that 

civilization and nature can peacefully coexist. 

NATURE IN PUNE 
By Meredith Barr 

पुणे म प्रकृित  
मेरेिडथ बार  

 

“Meredith has been extremely 

dedicated to her Hindi studies 

from day one. She also managed 

to fully dive into Indian culture 

with her host family, the 

Patankars, who won her heart 

with Indian sweets and even took 

her to an Indian wedding!” 

-Katie Jo Walter, Resident Direc-

tor, NSLI-Y Pune 
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Meredith Barr making friends during community service at Ma-
toshree Old Age Home 

 
Left: Meredith Barr enjoying a 
puppet show as part of an exhibi-
tion n presented by students of 
City Pride High School. The 
City Pride students’ exhibition 
included displays and infor-
mation about each state of India. 



 

NSLIY PUNE  SUMMER 2012 

कानर डिेवस  

Connor Davis plays a Bollywood song on the 
violin, much to the delight of attendees at a spe-
cial music function arranged by his host parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Khatavkar.  

 

My host family has taken me out on many wonderful ou ngs. We’ve been to several modern a rac ons such as the mall and the 

movie theatre. However, we also went to more historical sites including fort and Mahabaleshwar. 

On our first Sunday ou ng, my  family and  I went to Shivneri  fort. The hilltop  fort outside of Pune  is the birthplace of Chhatrapa  

Shivaji who reconquered Maharashtra from the Mughals  in the 1600’s. While there, we saw Shivaji’s crib, the storage areas of the 

fort, and a small cat along with other wonderful sights such as the fantas c view of the landscape from the top of the fort. The trip 

was not only about these sights, but also about  learning some of the history of Maharashtra. Luckily, my uncle was a great guide 

who taught me a lot.  

Two Sundays later, we went to Mahabaleshwar. Mahabaleshwar is a hilltop sta on that was a popular place for the Bri sh to pass 

me when India was s ll colony of Britain. While we were there we got a very close view of several families of wild monkeys, visited 

a bazaar full of tradi onal  Indian goods, and had a wonderful view of the  lush green mountain  landscape. However, we also rode 

bumper cars, ate lunch at Dominos Pizza,  and watched as my family went into a haunted house a rac on. 

So I got to see the best of Indian natural beauty and cra work while not losing touch with modern forms of entertainment. Also, this 

trip gave me a chance to interact with local shopkeepers in order to prac ce my Hindi language skills. 

I’ve truly enjoyed all the ou ngs my host family as taken me on, and I know that with 6 weeks in the program, there are more great 

things to come. 

HOST FAMILY OUTINGS 
By Connor Davis 

“We were surprised at how quickly Connor 

picked up on prac ces in our home like 

ea ng with our hands. He also very quickly 

learned to play Bollywood songs on his 

violin! He has truly become a son to us!” ‐ 

Dr. Parag Khatavkar, host father 



 

I have never felt what I think of as traditional Ameri-

can patriotism: loyalty to the waving flag or deep 

sentiment conjured by the singing of the National 

Anthem at a baseball game. But that does not mean 

that I do not love the United States, nor does it mean 

that I am unpatriotic. Getting to celebrate the 4th of 

July (U.S. Independence Day) in India has helped me 

realize that the freedom to feel and express patriotism 

in my own way is part of the overall individualism 

that characterizes the U.S. 

Of course, within any country there is inevitably var-

iation in the way patriotism is expressed. However, it 

has been my observation that Americans tend to fo-

cus more on individual freedom, expression and op-

portunity than on national unity or pride in our peo-

ple. Indian patriotism, by contrast, is deeply founded 

in the same unity that binds families together and 

makes every school assembly an opportunity to ex-

toll India’s greatness.   

During our 4th of July program, we 20 NSLI-Y stu-

dents presented speeches about the U.S., patriotism 

and why and how we celebrate this national holiday. 

We sang The Star Spangled Banner and America the 

Beautiful. But the majority of the time was spent 

answering questions posed by KHS students. For me, 

the questions asked highlighted some key similarities 

and differences between the U.S. and India.  

 

In terms of differences, I was reminded that, while here I start every 

morning with the Indian National Anthem, at home I rarely sing the 

U.S. national anthem more than a few times per year. Moreover, 

although some schools may do historical presentations commemo-

rating the Declaration of Independence,  Independence Day in 

America is basically a time for fireworks, picnics and apple pie ra-

ther than a contemplation of our nation’s history and majesty. From 

what I have observed of Indian celebrations and especially school 

functions, on the other and, has been a strong loyalty to and recogni-

tion of India’s past. However, both the U.S. and India come together 

in certain common celebrations. Just three days ago, the Olympics 

started, and with them a torrent of national pride from every partici-

pating country. Whatever differences there may be between India 

and the U.S., we both come together by the thousands to share in 

competition and celebration of human achievement. 

“Sasha is such a good student. She is always going straight upstairs a er school o do her homework 
with her host grandmother, who is a former Hindi teacher. She is really learning a lot of Hindi—and 
even some Marathi!” ‐ Ranjana Vaidya, host mother  

PATRIOTISM 
SASHA RICKARD 

सश िरक्काडर्  
NSLIY PUNE  SUMMER 2012 

 
Left:  
Sasha Rickard 
answers a ques-
tion from a 
KHS student 
during the  
NSLI-Y July 
4th program 



 
BOLLYWOOD 

 

 

 

Bollywood is a prominent component of Indian culture. The songs that are 

performed in the movies frequent the radio, and the actors, who are considered 

icons, are seen in advertisements everywhere. 

On July 18, 2012, actor Rajesh Khanna died. His status as a Bollywood star 

made his death notable, but his presence in Indians’ lives gave the event its 

significance. Rajesh Khanna was in numerous films in his day and paved the 

way for the those like Amitabh Bachchan and Amir Khan. 

These stars are so renowned that one from an earlier generation, Amitabh 

Bachchan, was able to have an entire movie amed after him with only one ap-

pearance. This movie, Bol Bachchan, premiered during our stay in Pune and 

my host family took me to see it. Below I offer a brief description of the story 

line: 

Bol Bachchan begins with singing and dancing then opens as a Muslim runs 

into a Hindu temple to save a drowning boy. 

He then lies to the village leader to save face and is welcomed into his prestig-

ious friendship. 

To keep from getting on the leader’s bad side, he continues to spin an elaborate 

web of lies: claiming to have a twin brother, hiring a fake mother,  offering his 

sister for marriage, and various other comical fibs. Eventually he is found out 

by the leader’s liberal sister an d they fall in love. This pushes the leader to dis-

cover who our hero really is which leads to a high speed chase off a cliff, where 

the two men decide to become friends. 

 

 

By Janaezjah Ryder 

बॉलीवुड  
जानेजा र दर  

 

“Janaezjah always keeps a smile 

on her face while learning at 

home and at school. It was beau-

tiful to see the general merriment 

that seemed to be the norm at the 

home of her host family, the 

Tumnes. Janaezjah appeared to 

fit into the family seamlessly.” 

  

-Katie Jo Walter, Resident Direc-

tor, NSLI-Y Pune 
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Janaezjah Ryder (center) enjoys homemade chaat with Pranavi 
Sanka (left) and NSLI-Y host sibling Rohan Ghatpande (right) 



 

Food is a huge part of the culture here in India, and 

throughout the weeks, we have tasted some very in-

teresting (and delicious!) foods. I think that one of 

the things that I will miss most about India is I fact 

the food! Thankfully, once a week we have been  

learning a new recipe. O far, we have learned how to 

make a few popular Indian dishes like halwa and 

shrikhand. Besides just getting recipes in school, I’m 

sure many of us have gotten recipes from our host 

mothers as well. One of my favorites, batata wada, is 

shared with you here! 

Stuffing: Boil potatoes then remove the peels and smash. In a pan, 

heat oil. When oil is hot, add mustard seeds, tamarind powder and 

chopped onion. Add garlic, chilies. Ginger paste and curry leaves. 

Fry for some time until brown. Add smashed potatoes, salt, lime 

juice and sugar. Make small, flat balls of mixture. 

 

Paste: Mix channa flour, rice flour, salt, chili powder and oregano 

to form batter. Add 2 tablespoons of oil. 

 

Dip balls into paste and deep fry until golden brown. Serve with 

green chutney or tomato sauce. Enjoy! 

“My daughter and I really enjoy our  me with Jus ne and we are doing something almost every 
day. I am so happy with the way that Jus ne has easily adapted to our customs and our food. From 
day one she was observant and respec ul. I never need to remind her about things like taking shoes 
off before entering the house.” ‐ Vandana Inamdar, host mother  

INDIAN RECIPE: BATATA WADA 
JUSTINE STEINER 

ज टीन स यनर  
NSLIY PUNE  SUMMER 2012 

Batata Wada 

Ingredients: 

 Potatoes 

 Onion 

 Garlic 

 Green chillies 

 Ginger 

 Channa flour 

 Rice flour 

 Oregano 

 

 

 Salt 

 Chilli powder 

 Oil 

 Curry leaves 

 Mustard seeds 

 Lime juice 

 Sugar 

Justine Steiner playing “verb charades” in the Hindi classroom (She 
is enacting the verb “dhona” which means “to wash”) 



 

At first, I imagined India to be a colorful place filled 

with monks, yoga and elaborately adorned women. I 

expected very traditional lifestyles isolated from the 

rapid globalization spreading across the world. How-

ever, as soon as I se foot outside, I discovered that 

Pune was a much ore modern place with liberal 

views and changing ways. The streets are filled with 

cars, the teenagers all have cell phones and they even 

have McDonald’s. this revelation hit me with a bit-

tersweet notion; I was ad to see the ancient civiliza-

tion I imagined had not been left untouched by the 

modern era. However, once I was introduced to my 

wonderful host family, they showed me the unique 

modernism that combines both their cosmopolitan 

lives and ancient spirituality. 

The women drive motorcycles and wear saris, my 

Ma wears bindi (traditional mark on the forehead) to 

work, and my dad cooks us curried chicken & rice. 

My mom is the perfect example of this unique bal-

ance. She works in the office with her husband, 

wears traditional clothing to work every day, goes 

out with her friends, drives at night, prays at the tem-

ple and still has time to cook dinner. I am so proud of 

the way that women’s roles are changing in India; 

they are just as spiritual and colorful as I imagined, 

but they also have a newly attained edge. 

“My daughter and I really enjoy our  me with Jus ne and we are doing something almost every 
day. I am so happy with the way that Jus ne has easily adapted to our customs and our food. From 
day one she was observant and respec ul. I never need to remind her about things like taking shoes 
off before entering the house.” ‐ Vandana Inamdar, host mother  

UNEXPECTED INDIA 
TAYLOR MCCUE 

त लोर मैक्क्यु  
NSLIY PUNE  SUMMER 2012 

Taylor McCue, who turned 18 during her time in Pune, receiving 
birthday blessings from her host mother, Vaishali Varnekar. 



 

“Weako is tired,” I hear as I fall asleep for my daily nap. 
Weako – the loving nickname my brother has bestowed upon 
me as a result of y constant tiredness. Later, as I proceed to 
start my Hindi homework, I draw a Wolverine (Marvel com-
ic book character) and label the parts in Hindi (Nak, ankh, 
kan….). Over my shoulder I hear, ‘A first grader could draw 
better than you.”  
This is my brother, Harsh. I’ve only been in India 5 weeks 
and already my brother feels comfortable teasing me and 
taunting me with fun poking nicknames. 
At home in the U.S., I am an only child. Here I have been 
given the opportunity to have the younger brother I have 
never had.  Although he gives me a hard time and makes fun 
of me relentlessly, I know that it is because he feels comfort-
able with me and sees me as his sister. 
Of all the times I imagined what it might be like to have a 
sibling, I never imagined how quickly we would grow so 
incredibly close. Furthermore, my imagination never created 
a character as sweet, witty and bold as my Harshavardan. 
Now that I’ve had the opportunity to have a brother, I really 
don’t view it as a chance to experience what it might be like 
to have a sibling, but rather a blessing to have been given a 
brother for life. As departure time approaches and I think 
about all the things about India that I’m going to miss, harsh 
comes near the top of the list. My trip would not have been 
the same without him and he has made this such a special 
experience. 
He is by far the best brother I have ever had. Thank you 
Harsh, you truly were the best part of my summer. 

BEST BROTHER I HAVE EVER HAD 
By Bryce Lindsey 

हषर्  
ब्राईस िल दसी  

 

“Meredith has been extremely 

dedicated to her Hindi studies 

from day one. She also managed 

to fully dive into Indian culture 

with her host family, the 

Patankars, who won her heart 

with Indian sweets and even took 

her to an Indian wedding!” 

-Katie Jo Walter, Resident Direc-

tor, NSLI-Y Pune 
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Bryce Lindsey with her host brother Harsh at a special siblings’ 
cultural day at KHS 



 

 
“Five years ago, this was all grass. We played cricket 
here,” reminisces my host brother, Sahil. Surrounding 
the bench where we are sitting is brick pavement and 
a newly-constructed building. Once, there was room 
enough to hold regular cricket matches. But since the 
society decided to build a second building on the 
property, the neighborhood kids’ cricket games have 
been downgraded to the narrow street. 
      
These “gali” cricket matches vary daily. The rules for 
scoring boundaries, number of overs, and even the 
placement of the wickets depend on the number of 
people playing and the equipment available. If Amul 
isn’t there, we have to use chalk lines on a wall in-
stead of wooden wickets. If Sahil’s balls are all stuck 
in trees, we have to make do with a sponge ball. And 
if the monsoon comes, play must stop. 
      
The biggest hindrances of all to our games are cars 
and motorbikes. About once a minute, a car or bike 
will come speeding down our street. The ball must be 
retrieved ad the wickets must be moved aside, then 
hastily replaced. At this pace, it takes an hour just to 
play a single inning, and that’s only if Dhiraj bowls a 
few people out. 
      
Despite the lost balls and frequent interruptions, we 
have fun. There’s nothing quite like feeling the small 
rubber ball connect with your bat and watching it roll 
down the street, racking up runs, as it goes. Your 
teammates cheer you on while you run and your op-
ponents race to get you out. And the arguments, in a 
blend of Marathi, Hindi and English about whether a 
batsman made it to the crease in time are always en-
gaging. They are tests of adamancy and trilingualism. 
      

 

“Sasha is such a good student. She is always going straight upstairs a er school o do her homework 
with her host grandmother, who is a former Hindi teacher. She is really learning a lot of Hindi—and 
even some Marathi!” ‐ Ranjana Vaidya, host mother  

LOOK BOTH WAYS 
ADAM KADIR 

अदम कदीर  
NSLIY PUNE  SUMMER 2012 

But the score, in the end, isn’t important. They, like the teams, re-
start fresh each day, because these kids will do anything they can to 
play cricket. Besides, they don’t have any alternatives. Tennis, bad-
minton and swimming all cost hundreds of rupees per hour at near-
by clubs. However cheap, nothing here is free. There are no public 
tennis courts or sports fields; land is too valuable.  The kids around 
my society don’t need such luxuries.  Gali cricket is a sport in its 
own right, and here its champions are made. 

Adam Kadir (right) and his teaching partner Elizabeth Karron with 
students at Maharshi Karve Stree Shikshan Samstha (MKSSS)   



 

Before coming to India, I had learned a little about Indian 

music, but longed to learn more. As a musician myself, I was 

hoping to have the opportunity to play Indian music. Natural-

ly, I was very pleased when I learned that my host family 

shared my love of music. One night, my elder sister brought 

out her harmonium for me to try. I have played accordion 

and piano for many years, which have the same keys as the 

harmonium, so I was able to play a few songs for my family. 

The next thing I knew, my other sister had brought out her 

tabla and tempura machines. First, she sang a classical raga. 

The piece starts with the singer introducing the pitches after 

which the song is sung. The whole piece lasts several 

minutes. Next, my sister sang some bhajans, or devotional 

songs. My father pulled out some hand bells and played 

along. The bhajan was at a faster tempo. 

 I loved both songs  they played for me. The music was so 

beautiful and complex. This impromptu music making with 

my family has been one of my favorite experiences in India 

thus far. 

MUSIC AT MY HOST HOME 
By Laura Harris 

संगीत  
लौरा हेिरर्स  

 

“Meredith has been extremely 

dedicated to her Hindi studies 

from day one. She also managed 

to fully dive into Indian culture 

with her host family, the 

Patankars, who won her heart 

with Indian sweets and even took 

her to an Indian wedding!” 

-Katie Jo Walter, Resident Direc-

tor, NSLI-Y Pune 
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Laura Harris plays a peahen and Adam Kadir plays a peacock in a 
classroom performance done in Hindi 



 

     In a world that is getting smaller day by day, the 
interaction of previously isolated cultures has created 
a breeding ground for conflict and controversy. This 
shrinking of our world comes not from a pangenetic 
conglomeration of masses of land, but rather masses 
of information through the mechanisms of the Inter-
net and faster physical travel. 
     What then is to be done to alleviate growing inter-
cultural tensions? The answer lies in pursuing the 
creation and strengthening of intercultural bonds that 
have either been previously nonexistent   or damaged 
by colonialism and wars.  This is the very purpose of 
the NSLI-Y program. 
     From both my personal experience and the experi-
ences of my peers, I have been able to glimpse the 
extent to which the inadequacy of today’s intercultur-
al bonds has contributed to conflict. At first, customs 
such as eating only with your left hand, not mixing 
any fruit with milk other than mango, and the practice 
of arranged marriage all seemed foreign and forbid-
ding to me. Through extensive explanation and de-
bate, however, I am beginning to realize that all of 
these customs are founded on a certain system of log-
ic and empirical observation. It is certainly not an 
American method, but it is valid nonetheless.  This 
acceptance leads to a bigger realization that marks the 
first stepping stone in the journey to strong intercul-
tural ties: “that others with their differences can also 
be right.” 
     It is for this realization that the U.S. State Depart-
ment has founded a cultural immersion program in 
Pune, and it is this realization that can bring the na-
tions of the world closer together. As the time ap-
proaches when humans will no longer be able to solve 
their problems by war and hatred, the creation and 
strengthening of intercultural bonds contributes to 
making the world a safer and more peaceful place for 
those who will come after us. 

“Sasha is such a good student. She is always going straight upstairs a er school o do her homework 
with her host grandmother, who is a former Hindi teacher. She is really learning a lot of Hindi—and 
even some Marathi!” ‐ Ranjana Vaidya, host mother  

UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 
ASHAY GORE 

आशय गोरे   NSLIY PUNE  SUMMER 2012 

 
Left:  
Ashay Gore 
shares his 
thoughts on 
globalization at a 
special discus-
sion between 
NSLI-Y and 
KHS students 



 

I came to India expecting to feel like a guest in my host fami-
ly’s house and expecting to miss my family in the U.S. like 
crazy. Quite the opposite happened, thanks to my incredible 
host family, especially my amazing host mom who I affec-
tionately call “Mommy.” Considering that I am best friends 
with my mom back home, I was quite nervous about travel-
ing across the world without her. However, when I met my 
host mom all of that changed. 
 
My host mom is the ideal mother: she is sweet, compassion-
ate, loving, pretty and super funny (I especially love when 
she mocks and teases my host daddy, Baba). She always 
makes my days brighter with her loving smile and her deli-
cious cups of chai. She is curious about how I am doing and 
always has the best advice. She is patient and doesn’t mind 
helping me with my Hindi homework.  She is an amazing 
cook and always keeps me well fed. She always takes the 
best care of me when I am sick. 
 
Most importantly, my host mother has become family to me. 
Over these past few weeks, I actually feel as though she is 
my mother (even though my mother in the U.S. will never 
make chai as good as she does).  When I return from long, 
tough days at school, all she has to do is flash me one of her 
warm, genuine smiles and all is OK again because I feel at 
home. I have grown to love my host mom very much and I 
don’t know what I’d do without her. 

MORE THAN A HOST MOTHER 
By Taylor Huson 

मेरी हो ट माँ  
त लोर युसन  

 

“Meredith has been extremely 

dedicated to her Hindi studies 

from day one. She also managed 

to fully dive into Indian culture 

with her host family, the 

Patankars, who won her heart 

with Indian sweets and even took 

her to an Indian wedding!” 

-Katie Jo Walter, Resident Direc-

tor, NSLI-Y Pune 
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Left: Taylor Huson learning 
Warli painting, a tribal Indian 
art. 



 

With over 1 billion people, India is bound to have some sort of 

water issue. With the monsoons coming late this year, the shortage 

of water has become very apparent. It is noticeable whenever one 

turns on a shower or faucet or flushes a toilet.  

This is seldom a major issue for my family, but it is hard to imag-

ine families with no water at all. Water is one of the most essential 

items in life. Without it life is unable to exist. It is very humbling 

to think of the millions upon millions of families who have to to-

tally depend on this yearly monsoon for water. Just over a week 

ago, Delhi got its first beacon of hope. He rains flooded the 

streets, leaving people stranded on sidewalks and in small stores. 

Shantanu Kanchan, age 14, says, “The annual monsoons are most 

vital to the people of India. Without them, India’s agriculture and 

people would die. New hope arises with every drop of rain.” 

Once black rain clouds are spotted in the sky, Indian families cele-

brate by fried foods and hot drinks. The sound of monsoonal thun-

der brings a wide array of different festivals. The lush green foli-

age brings dancing peacocks, frogs and earthworms. With our trip 

not quite yet over, I hope to finally see and celebrate the much 

needed and hoped for monsoon, which may arrive at any moment. 

WHAT A LATE MONSOON MEANS FOR 
PUNE 

By Nirmal Patel 

पुणे म देर से बरसात  
िनमर्ल पटेल  

 

“Meredith has been extremely 

dedicated to her Hindi studies 

from day one. She also managed 

to fully dive into Indian culture 

with her host family, the 

Patankars, who won her heart 

with Indian sweets and even took 

her to an Indian wedding!” 

-Katie Jo Walter, Resident Direc-

tor, NSLI-Y Pune 
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Left: Nirmal Patel 
finally sees the 
rain—and plays in it! 
Patel (on the right) 
joins Laura Harris 
and Taylor McCue 
in playing basketball 
against students from 
City Pride School. 



 

Like everyone on the trip, I was nervous to meet my host family.  

There were so many “what ifs” floating in the air. I just didn’t 

know what to think when we first met each other. The chaos and 

commotion of students piling into the hallway and families meet-

ing students combined to be a perfect time to first see each other 

and talk. All of the worries disappeared and from that point on I 

have understood more and more what it means to be a part of the 

family as a host sister and daughter. 

I have enjoyed immensely my time dancing and playing with my 

two sisters and their friends. I also don’t mind being an older sister 

for the first time! I love living with my grandparents, Aji and Da-

da, as well as getting homework help from my Dada, who from 

day one watched over me. 

Also, eating the wonderful food that my Ayi makes and having 

such caring host parents has really all together opened my eyes to 

the wonderful experience I have been given and the gratefulness I 

have in my heart for the Pune family in which I have landed. 

There is no way that my understanding of India could have ever 

grown to its current extent without my family’s openness and per-

sonal joy of sharing their culture and all it has to offer. 

MY FAMILY’S ROLE IN MY LEARNING 

By Siah Lesher 

मेरे सीखने म मेरे पिरवार की भूिमका  

सईया लशार  

 

“Meredith has been extremely 

dedicated to her Hindi studies 

from day one. She also managed 

to fully dive into Indian culture 

with her host family, the 

Patankars, who won her heart 

with Indian sweets and even took 

her to an Indian wedding!” 

-Katie Jo Walter, Resident Direc-

tor, NSLI-Y Pune 
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Siah Lesher (center) joins Taylor McCue to learn from a peer 
tutor from Godaveri Hindi medium school 



 

 Language is at the heart of cultural identity. It is the 

most basic and defining factor of expression that binds 

people together. Language is the key to a fuller under-

standing of a people. His is especially true in India: the 

1961 census recognized 1,652 languages, dialects and 

mother tongues. 

Living in a country with such a broad spectrum of lan-

guages, we get first hand exposure to the sense of identi-

ty inherent in language. There are major cultural differ-

ences between Indians who speak Telegu and Indians 

who speak Marathi. This is an example of how a lan-

guage-based identity is more relevant to cultural under-

standing than only national identity.  

One thing I have learned from this program is that learn-

ing a language gives you powerful insight into the cul-

ture. Language plants a seed that continues to grow and 

also continues to root itself with mutual understanding 

that eventually begins to eclipse the language learner’s 

foreignness.  Having the ability to not only understand 

but also express one’s self is invaluable to becoming part 

of a country – a community – a family – that provides a 

sense of belonging that no tourist can fully know. 

With every week that we are here, we gain a better idea 

of what the culture of India truly is in its most honest 

and raw state by learning its natural, native language. 

“Sasha is such a good student. She is always going straight upstairs a er school o do her homework 
with her host grandmother, who is a former Hindi teacher. She is really learning a lot of Hindi—and 
even some Marathi!” ‐ Ranjana Vaidya, host mother  

जेसी गौदी   NSLIY PUNE  SUMMER 2012 

Jacie Goudy (second from left) joins a young Bangra dance performer 
at City Pride School. Also pictured (left to right): Siah Lesher, Taylor 
McCue and Janaezjah Ryder 

LANGUAGE, IDENTITY AND 
COMMUNITY 

By Jacie Goudy 



 

While on this journey, we have been able to do com-
munity service with younger kids. Every Thursday 
we attend Maharshi Karve Stree Shikshan Samstha 
(MKSSS), a school which was developed to support 
all girls’ education. While at this school we break up 
into pairs; each pair takes about 8 girls. We all look 
forward to Thursdays because the students are so 
amazing and fun. They, too, look forward to spending 
time with us.  
This is our opportunity to help build their vocabulary 
and knowledge with new educational games such as 
the Hokey Pokey and Head, Shoulders, Knees and 
Toes. The students have great fun playing these 
games. We also do art & craft projects with them. 
They got a chance to draw photos of their family to 
share with us. We also made “fortune tellers” in 
which they drew fruits and wrote different colors. 
During our last visit, we taught them about family. I 
earned about Alsiya and Payal’s families and heard 
about Sohlana’s brother and Revati’s sister. They 
were very open and excited to share with me.  The 
girls learned about my family, too.  
MKSS is a Marathi medium school. Therefore, all of 
the students’ classes are in Marathi. Some students 
have been taught and do understand English, but they 
are not yet able to confidently speak it. With the use 
of simple games and crafts projects, it is easier to 
help them build their English vocabulary. 
Although there is a language barrier, there is a bond 
formed with the kids. They are very welcoming and 
we all look forward to them running up to us excited-
ly yelling, “didi”! This is the Hindi word for older 
sisters. This immediately shows that a relationship is 
being formed through this exchange process. 
This community service is a big part of our program 
and it truly makes us love these children. It is a love 
that we carry over into our other relationships here in 
India. 

“Sasha is such a good student. She is always going straight upstairs a er school o do her homework 
with her host grandmother, who is a former Hindi teacher. She is really learning a lot of Hindi—and 
even some Marathi!” ‐ Ranjana Vaidya, host mother  

कीयाना हैनली  
NSLIY PUNE  SUMMER 2012 

Kiyana Hanley (far right) joins her young friends at MKSS and fellow 
NSLI-Y student Sasha Rickard to show off friendship bracelets 

COMMUNITY SERVICE AT 
MKSSS 

By Kiyana Hanley 



 

Indian art is incredibly rich and diverse, the conse-

quence of a wide variety of regional influences and 

centuries of history.  In addition to our Hindi language 

classes, we have taken classes in drawing and painting, 

music, drama and dance. In this way, we have been in-

troduced to several art forms: We have learned centu-

ries old techniques like Warli painting, rangoli making 

and semi-classical Indian dance, but we have also 

learned the words and dance moves to contemporary 

Bollywood songs. 

We have also had the opportunity to learn more about 

traditional Indian art forms outside of school.  Many of 

our host siblings are learning classical dance, singing 

and instruments such as the tabla and we have gotten to 

watch them have their lessons. Furthermore, several 

siblings gave performances in dance and music at a 

“Cultural Day” arranged for students and their host 

families by the staff of i-EARN. 

ENCOUNTERS WITH INDIAN ART 

By Elizabeth Karron 

भारतीय कला  
एिलज़ाबेथ कैरोन  

 

“Meredith has been extremely 

dedicated to her Hindi studies 

from day one. She also managed 

to fully dive into Indian culture 

with her host family, the 

Patankars, who won her heart 

with Indian sweets and even took 

her to an Indian wedding!” 

-Katie Jo Walter, Resident Direc-

tor, NSLI-Y Pune 
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Left: Elizabeth Karron at Ma-
toshree Old Age Home’s  on-
site temple 



 

 

Over the past several weeks, some of us have created a 

special bond with our host siblings. The memories be-

ing created will remain everlasting. I rely a lot on my 

siblings; they help me with my homework and shop-

ping. Snehal and Rohan are the epitome of gracious 

and caring host siblings because Snehal is always there 

to talk about anything and Rohan entertains me with 

arts and crafts. Not all days are “happy bonding time.” 

There are some days when I (and also they!) feel tired 

and frustrated; we need a break and do not feel content. 

However, since we are only with our host siblings for a 

short time and once in life, we need to put in maximum 

effort to make the best of it and create unforgettable 

moments about which we can later reminisce.  

MY HOST SIBLINGS 

By Delvia Gomez 

भारतीय कला  
एिलज़ाबेथ कैरोन  

 

“Meredith has been extremely 

dedicated to her Hindi studies 

from day one. She also managed 

to fully dive into Indian culture 

with her host family, the 

Patankars, who won her heart 

with Indian sweets and even took 

her to an Indian wedding!” 

-Katie Jo Walter, Resident Direc-

tor, NSLI-Y Pune 
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Left: Delvia Gomez shares 
her ideas about India and 
the U.S. with a KHS stu-
dent. 
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